
Spotlight on Remediation Projects Funded by the Abandoned Mine Lands Unit 

The Abandoned Mine Lands Unit (AMLU) began funding abandoned mine remediation 
projects on Californiaôs public lands in 2002 and has now remediated more than 485 
hazardous mine features.  Methods used include: bat-compatible gates, cupolas, and 
culverts; polyurethane foam (PUF); backfills; wire fences; capping; and removal of 
hazardous debris.   

Since January 2006, the AMLUôs primary funding to remediate physical hazards at 
abandoned mine sites has come from a fee collected on gold and silver mined in 
California ($5 per ounce of gold and 10¢ per ounce of silver; see Public Resources 
Code § 2207(d)(4)(B)).  By working with land-owning agencies that contribute funds or 
in-kind services and other partners, the AMLU has leveraged State dollars by nearly 
100%, remediating more hazards than it could with its own resources only. 

For a list of remediation partners, click here (PDF). 
For descriptions of selected projects, click on the links below. 
 

 

Selected Projects (2008), Alameda, El Dorado, Inyo, Placer, and San 
Bernardino Counties (PDF) 
 
 

Selected Projects (2007), El Dorado, Kern, Madera, Nevada, San 
Bernardino, and Solano Counties (PDF) 
 
 
 
Selected Projects (2006), El Dorado, Imperial, Inyo, Placer, Riverside, 
and San Bernardino Counties (PDF) 
 
 
 
Selected Projects (2005 and earlier), Amador, Butte, Kern, Nevada, 
San Bernardino, and Sierra Counties (PDF)  

http://www.conservation.ca.gov/omr/abandoned_mine_lands/Contracts/Documents/AMLURemediation%20Partners.pdf


Selected AMLU Abandoned Mine Remediation Projects (2008) 
(Click on pictures below or scroll down for more information) 

 

Partner(s): U.S. Forest Service 
Closure type: Polyurethane Foam and Culvert Gates 
Location: Eldorado National Forest, El Dorado County 
Completed: August 2008 

 

Partner(s): U.S. Forest Service 
Closure type: Culvert Gates and Fencing 
Location: Inyo National Forest, Inyo County 
Completed: May 2008 

 

Partner(s): U.S. Forest Service 
Closure type: Culvert Gates, Polyurethane Foam, and Backfills 
Location: Inyo National Forest, Inyo County 
Completed: May 2008 

 

Partner(s): National Park Service & California Conservation Corps 
Closure type: Fencing 
Location: Mohave National Park, San Bernardino County 
Completed: May 2008 

 

Partner(s): U.S. Bureau of Reclamation & California State Parks 
Closure type: Polyurethane Foam 
Location: Auburn State Recreation Area, Placer County 
Completed: March 2008 

 

Partner(s): California State Parks 
Closure type: Bat Gates 
Location: Near Tracy, Alameda County 
Completed: January 2008 

  

 

  



Shafts Plugged with Polyurethane Foam and Culverts Gate Installed, Eldorado 
National Forest, El Dorado County, August 2008 
 
In August 2008, the AMLU partnered with 
the Eldorado National Forest to plug four 
shafts and install one culvert gate near the 
town of Volcanoville, CA.  Polyurethane 
foam was used to seal the shafts located 
adjacent to a local horse trail after wildlife 
exclusions had been performed.  It was also 
used to secure the culvert gate in place 
before being covered by several feet of dirt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ñPartnering with the State DOC AML crew, we are able to complete about twice as many hazardous 
abandoned mine closures each year.  The State DOC has consistently helped us with all phases of 
emergency and permanent closures, from inventory to implementation.  The crew has a high level of 
expertise with many abandoned mine closure methods, make themselves available for consultation about 
appropriate closure methods, and are then available to come to the project and do the closure work.  I 
depend on them to make the Forest Service's AML program successfulò. 
--Tera Curren, US Forest Service, Eldorado National Forest 
 
   


